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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 

February 17, 1941. 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. HOOVJih. DIRECTOR. FEDERAL BTJRFJ.U OF IKVESTIGATTOW 



Be: Bata Shoe Company 
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For jour information Edward K\ Goodwin, a larger of 
44 "all Street, New York City, representing the Bata Shoe Company, 
stopped in to see me, having been sent to me by persons in the 
Office of Production Management juid in the State Department. 
Goodwin is also president of thAWesthold Corporation, a^e'ompany 
holding shares of the various shoe enterprises throu- 1 -^ 
world, in occupied and unoccupied territories 
with assets of some $200,000,000 or $ 400,000 
accused of being in Fifth Column activities 
have been subjected to a Jewish boycott. They 
a license from the Treasury and they have q ^ 
with the State Department. They are on th 
wherever they go they meet the opposition o 



[erica, 
been 

... . and 

*re operating under 
extensive dealings 
British blacklist and 
competitors and 


|Q1 labor. Dr. Bata's theory is that if you provide cheaper and 
better shoes no one can stop you. 

„ , , However, the atmosphere of suspicion, and the criticism 
and boycott have brought them to the point where theywmt an 
investigation and a clean bill of health. He wants to put their 
cards on the table and have us look them over, stating that he 
believes they are good citizens and that if Bata is Pro-German 
he wants to know it. The British have already started an inves- 
tigation. I told him that the Department could not give a 
essing to any firm but that I would communicate his offer to 
the various people who might be interested. 
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